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" A Giovanni Vitellescfti, patriarca D* Alessandria,
terzo padre della citta dopo Romolo." They say it
had been torn down, after his miserable death, to be
replaced by a statue of Marcus Aurelius. It is at least
certain that the grateful citizens had such a statue
built to the Field-Marshal of the Vatican armies,
who was secretary and Legate to Pope Eugene IV,
and also Patriarch of Alexandria, Governor of Rome,
Archbishop of Palestrina, Archbishop of Florence,
Defeater of the Orsini, the Colonna, the Savelli,
every enemy of the Pope, and creator of our motto
" Mitis sed fero%." He was publicly acclaimed
" the third Father of the City after Romulus/' If
those citizens later changed their minds concerning
him, that was only in the natural way of things.
He was no ordinary man. He started young,
impatient as all the Vitelleschis are, to begin his
career and get all he could out of life. He became a
lieutenant iftider the famous condottiere Tartaglia,
but he soon forsook this. His keen eye had noted,
no doubt, better scope for his ambitions at the
Vatican, where he might obtain the scarlet robes of a
Cardinal, and to be a Cardinal in those days meant
practically unlimited power. He was appointed by
Pope Martin V to be Master of Ceremonies, and later
his Chamberlain. He studied and wrote nature
poetry. For the time being he fashioned his diplo-
macy, and learnt the ways of the papal court.
When Martin V died, and the weakling Eugene IV
was compelled to abandon the Vatican and go to
Florence, Giovanni was quite ready to take command.
He defeated in a series of brilliant victories each
of those families warring against the Vatican. He
restored the absolute sovereignty of the Pope, and